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G enera? ^ost-4»Jai» Conf/i'^ona 

In prdjr to obtain a full pictoe of life in Uthuania r.t preaent it is 
nepesf iry to glance back at the years icimediately after the war (1945-1949 ) 
The factories in Ksxmas had been destroyed by the Germans in 1944. and the " 
^nna 3 had also remold what madxLnery they eotdd to Germany^ In the be- 
gi^ig, the workers did not receive any pay for about months, and 
later iii^ were paid with delays of one or two months. They lived as thev 
co^c. The peasants and the farmers were better off and, although tlie 
Bolsleviks^had ^so carried out requisitions, had managed to hide away some 
rese ves oi food<. In the towns, the shortage of food was acute^ Therefore 
everyone ” speculated" in any way he could « 


2o Sorifi two months after the occupation by the Russians, general mohir.iaation 
of a 1 men aged 17«-1^> up to 40 and over was proclaimed « Many tried to 
av^d.1 mobilization, and the story of the beginning of the partisan movement 
is wail Icnown^ 


3<v T.'w.?.!^ the end of 1945 and in 1946, Germans from East :^ssia, forced by 
famine, began spreading to Lithuania « They were mostly women, girls, and 
Mldreno They wer^ often to be seen in the towns, sleeping in the streets, 
uthout shelter, fof>d, or adequate clotbing| many of starvation^ iater 
?.ost of those who survived were sheltered by the farmers and settled down 
jomehow. IJhen the repatriation of all Geraans was ordered in 1951, it ap- 
)eared thsfc there were 12,000 15,000 of them in Lithuania. There are now 

lo Germans left in the Kaliningrad area. 


4.> Prom the end of tha war, when Red Army units began to be moved back to 

Soviet Russia, there were robberies on a large scale.. Hardly anyone escaped 
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robbed ty a demobilized Russianj, ecreolally in 1945a and thio co&^ 
tinned right up to 1949o Those Russians^ old and yoi^ngp came to Lithuania 
fVom Russia after the war looking for food^ and the young ones a in parti cu«» 
laTj, were very skilled thieves o The bandits did not stop at robbery or thi®v- 
ingj sometimes the Tlctlm was murdered before ^ing stripped o Hardly a day 
passed without some new stoiy of robbery or laarder. The robberies were 
carried out by day as well as by Tiight^ and it isust reirembered that eloc^ 
trie light was supplied only to the center of the city and to officeso 
Some women shopkeepers were killed on oeeasiems whmx the bandit came in when 
nobody ©Is® was about and then quietly walked out with the contents of the 
tillo Sooetlmee the bandits posed as partisans and went robbing the fairorso 

5o During this pezlod^^ the ^iorkers had 4© li'ro as best they eouldo To keep 
themselves fmoi sti^ving they stole what' they could from the factories and 
passed it on to the hOLaek market o This praeidLee still continues a Soviet 
authorities infliet severe penalties if anyone is caught s up to five years 
for carr 3 ring away a 5 kg bog of flour or some other commodity o Such punish- 
ment does not stop tlie pilfering ^ however «> Che cannot manage to get enough 
on which to live o^ean^seo Ikxtll 1949s> food remained scarce and diffi- 
cult to geto Since 1950 cond5.tions have improved in both respects^ but one 
still has to ’’combih©” (work petty radkets) however one can^ and so every 
worker tries t6 carry away ftrom his factory any products he can get hold of o 
For example^ if one works in the Kova cigarette factory^ Ozesktenes Street® 
one tries to take away unpacked dgarettea^ pack them at. home® and then 
sell tham to someone in a kiosk or on the markets If the packet of cigarettes 
is retailed at lo65 rubles® one sells it to the kiosk sasn for 1 ruble and he 
sells it at the official price of 1«65 rubles end pockets l^e difference <, 

"If 3 rou do not cembina® you cannot live"® is the general rule 

Wages and Other Forms of Income 

6o La 1951® the prices of various artleles were reduced® but this was offset 
by increasing the norm to be fulfilled by the workerso A wprker is not 
paid unless he fulfills the ^ole of this noiin„ Those doing heavy work® 
for eacample® loading in the ports® can earn 800 rubles or even up to 1®000 
rubles a month® but they have to work like slaves® with no time even to stop 
to smoke a dgaretteo The ordinary and unskilled workers and lower class 


servants receive veiy low %mgeSo 

A few examples follow, 

Position 

Rubles per Month 

Cinema mechanic 

450 

Postman 

370 

Hospital orderly 

310 

Hospital nurse 

370 

Ikisidlled worker® from 

270 

Ordinary worker 

400 - 550 


7o It must be remembered that wages in the above scale are eubjed to compulsory 
deductions for state loans and insurances at the rate of 50-60 rubles per 
month® while for single persons and those having fewer than a spedfied 
number of children there is an additional tax® Thus a giross salary® for 
example® of 370 rubles per month is actually equal to 310 rubles per month® 

8o The pension for the mo1±ier of a son killed in the war is 150 rubles per month® 
Drivers of trucks taldlng goods into the provinces are considered well off 
because they can often get scmiethlng extra for plddng up passengerso To 
ordinary people® 450-500 rubles is considered qtdte good pay® Naturally® 
higher off! dais who earn more than 800 rubles® or ICXX) - 2000 rubles® can 
and do live quite wello There are some who receive up to 10® 000 rubles per 
month j "they can live like gods I" Rie ordinary ran sees clearly that the 
Bolshevik system is to form a privileged class (artists® professors® higher 
officials® ©tCc.) and to try to attract the youtli of the country (students get 
stipends of 200*300 rubles per month )<> Nothing is eared about the others® 
the lower grade of fi dais or the common workerso The rule is to play them off 
against each otheTo 

9o In the paft^ the poorer people suffered great hardship^ Conditions are 
better now® and they are learning to manage* For example® some keep goats* 
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A youi^ she^at costs about 100 nbles and there have never been so maiy 
goats in Ifaums as there are now. Requiring very litUe food* they are 
very useful for tJieir milk and cheese. Whoever can keeps a cow, chlckena. 
tn market* weight 2-3 centners (1 centner - 

50 ^aj* coots 1500 - 2000 rublos. Ihe people have learned to be very -r crc' - 
^ . i; & crumb is wasted and use is made of every last scrap of food 

fg M fea ghfea plays a great part in todayiin life in 

jrvGurD GgQo 


^ortag^e^ 


atill queues* but this is probably the result not so much of 

^stem of distrihition. Hatnrally when white near is 

StoteJ 'b&ton the first of May and the 

octoh» Revolution holidays* queues form at once* but from time to time there 

bread. The reason for the occasional 
^*.^*“* flour ia delivered periodically to the bakery 

Is the Parana)* in an arount that ahould auffica 
ratn the n^ delivery. If it is used up ahead of time* there is at once a 
shortage of teead until the next c«a»slgninent of flour arrives. This also 
raroduetsj they oome* so to say* in waves. At one time* 

^ ^ plenty of everything! at another there is nothing to be obt^n«d 
the n^ supoly arrives. For example* it la quite usual for winter 
t^ainge, t-iich as waitt-lined leather gloves, to be available only during the 
s^er* and summer things only in winter. The winter things are quickly 
bought UD in the early autumn, and the next supoly does not arrive until tte 
xolloil/liig summer^ aiid vice Torsao 


o The v^i in the queues and at the market do not hid© their feeHngSp and there 
are frequent rows with the militiamen when they try to InterferOo The militia- 
men are simple oountry lads and can do nothing against a crowd of angry 
wonen^ Sometimes there are regular fights^ 

senratimes complicated in other wayso For example^ pocket fla8h« 
lights are available^ tut the case (ordinary flat type) Is obtainable only 
in one kind of shop^ the battery In another^ and the bulb in a thixdo 

Housing o 


Apa^ents are scarce and hard to get^ and one cannot get a good apartment 
without paying anything from 1000 to 4000 rubles «kpy-money", A poor apart-. 
ment (three rooms in a basement) Is up to 50-60 rubles per month| an ordinaay 
apajrtnient in a nationslisod house coats 100—120 rubles per 

month ij 


Private houses^ which have not been nationalized because their cubic dlmen- 
siooB (kubatura) were below the limits rxe heavily taxed, llie floor space 
per person i@ B sq^mo 

If one has a garden^ each fruit tree or bu^ is counted and registered. 

Rural Conditions . 

At present the farmers and the peasants are badly off. They still live in 
their own fam houses Ixit nev ccllective farm settler ents are already being 
built o The kolkhoz farmer lacks the incentive to workp whilep on the other hand, 
there is a shortage of agricultural labor. The disorganization in the adrix^ 
i strati on cf the collective farms induces young people to leave the land end 
move to the towns^ where each endeavors to enter bom 8(^oo 1. This enables 
him^ in KaunaSi) for eacample^ to become registered officially^ and this also 
eacplains wly ell the schools bt^ so crowded at present. The shortage of labor 
and the lack of incentive to work the cause of the failure, to colleofc the 
lAarvestf here and there potatoes have remained in the fields and rotted^^ flax 
was not ga.thiired|, etc. the peasants ar® sometimes even short of b^-^ead. 

On the other handg> those e^Bseted with the administration of the collective 
f'asmB ere better ©ff| th^ have much easier *^vorking daye”j> because the 
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agriealtQs:*al vorkers must somcitliaea put in two or thi>ee daya® work to ©am one 
^working day®8" pay® 

Colleetlvizatlan 

18 o Oolleetivlzatlon is aliaost eomplets and now e^braess approisisiatsly 90 paroont 
of the famSo Individual fanners cannot hold out ai^y loagero Even those who 
have only five«»8lx hectares of land are forced to join the collective faxraso 
The taxes on the individual farms are so heavy that no one is aHe to pay 
theaio Some time agOj, loans wore being granted quite easilyp but after a whiles, 
repayment was demanded i and^if the farmer could not pay® he was tismed out 
of his faxiflQ Ibis happened only too ofteno If a farmer cannot pay his 
taxes and they are long overduOg, ho is lucky if he can gat into a koXkhoSo 
Otherwise he is liaKLe to be arrested and have his f aam attached to the 
kolkhoa anyway® 

19o The farmer can sell his produce on the market only if he can prove^ ty a 

cortlficateg, that he has fulfilled his deliveries to the state® For his grain 
the state pays him 5 rubles per centner while grain on the free market costs 
150 190 rubles per centner® 

Drinking 

20® There is a little less drinking now than there used to be^ chiefly because the 
farmers have neither the grain nor the potatoes for making home«brewed vodka 
•^'Samogoa®** Seme time ago» the people were drinking such spirits very heavily® 
They used to cost five «» six rubles per half-liter in the provinces and eight « 
nine rubles in Katinas and were made of grain or sugar-beet® 

21 o Penalties are now imposed on persons producing Samogon illegally ^ unless they 
can prove that they A 3 tm doing so for their own purposes^ sudb as for a wedding^, 
and not for sale® 

Prices 

22o The following are a few food and drink prices prevailing in Lithuania up to 
June 1951s- 


Rubles 

Butter^ "Karvuto”g per i kg® 9 

Butter^ poorer quality (at the rarket)^ 

per kg® 30-36 

Flour (wheat fl@ur)(at the market)^ per kg® 10 

(Flour is obtainable in the shops only for a day or two before 
the I!ay and October Hevolutlon holidays, when enormous queues form, 
and the price per kg is 6 rubles*) 


Breads blacky per kg 1^65 

(white bread, **Bulka'*e is not ordinarily on sale) 

Sugar (not always available)^ per kg® 10-12 

Potatoes, per kg 1 • 1,20 

(When there is a scasrelty, the cost at the market is sometime! 
up to 3 rubles per kg) 

Meat' beef, per kg 14 

Beorp per bottle 3 

Schnapps (vodka) per g liter 22 

Wine, per bottle 15 20 

Cigarettes, Avrora, per 20 1,60 

Cigarettes, Parasiutas, per 20 1,20 


(These are the ordinary cig^ettes, njade in Kaunas, which everybody 
smokeSo The best quality Papiroay Olusjian type with mouthpiec^ 
are rarely smoked and cost 6-8 rubles per pack)® 
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A lasal in a restaiirant consisting of soun and 4 7 

two Mat balls (kotlo'ty) 

23o pi© following ap© a fm price© of clothing nrevailing in Lithuania uo t© 
Jtme 1951: 

RuKLog 


Cloth fop laan^^s suitg medium quality 
pep meter 

Cloth fop overcoat (good qtiali’ty is rare) 
Silk (scaroe and very difficult to get) 
per meter 
Calico pep meter 
Maa^s suit, ready mad© 

Shirt 

Gloves^ leather with warm lining, pair 
Shoes, thick crepe rubber soledg fro© 
Czechoslovakia 
Shoes, ordinasy 
Shoes, canvas fabric (brezent) 

(They last only 2»3 months) 

Man®s hat, good quality 
Socks, metfs, cotton, per pair 
Socks, m0n%, silk and cotton mlscture per pair 
WQmer& stoc^ngs, kanrcai, per pair 
(They are made of "parachute silk" ) 


2CX) « 300 
250 - 300 

200 3CK) 
6 18 
1500 
40 « 100 
40 

467 

250 « 300 
60 - 100 

100 
S <B» 8 

15 

39 « 45 


The following are a few prices of general items prevailing in lithuania up 
tc June 1951: 


Ba.<^ele 

RuKLee 

600 - 800 

Sewing machine (hand) 

900 

Wireless set, Moskvich, 3«tub« 

190 - 200 

wireless set, t/ral, made la Kiev, very good 
quality, since the special rec^uetion of 

prices in 1951 

800 

(The former cost was l^OX) « lfl200 Rs) 

Caoezu^ verjr siirols 

100 - 150 

Camera, good quality, up to 

1000 

Watch, poor quality (guarantee only for 

1 year; 

200 - 600 

Car, Moakvieh 

8000 

Car, Pobeda 

18,000 


(Cars are not obtainable in ary shop, but only ty 
some special order) 

25 o The following are a fow prices for household goods prov^^illag in Lithuania 
up to June 1951: 

Rublea 

Ordinary diair (with upholstered seat) 40 « 50 

Couch or divan 600 1500 

Buffet or sideboard, good quality 2000U 30OO 

Ordinary iron cooking pot 50 

Aluminium cooking pot 50 c» 60 

260 The following are a few transportation fares pramlllBg in Lii:liu .nia up 
to June 1951 : 


Taxi fare in Kaunas (Pobeda car) per km approx.^ 
Bus fare in Kaunas, per fare stage 
Railroad ticket from Vilnius to Moscow, approXc 
Railroad ticket from Kaunas to Mazeikiai 
Ticket from Kaunas to Vilnius by air, approxo 


Rubles 

2 

0.60 

100 

30^35 
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